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" "By Judith Valente* ?
. Washinaton Post Staff Wrxtcr T Fetelt
B ‘A us. "District judge in: Alexandria Yesterday or-
deréd the Postal Service.to examine all mail sent
~out at the specral third-class bulk rate by nonprofit or-:
" ganizations to insure that the groups are not send-
inz out pohtxcal matenal at the spemal reduced
rate

prehmmary injunction against: the' Postal Service.
.and Postmaster General ‘Benjamin .F.’ Bailar after-
the President Ford' Committee and Peter E. Teeley,
_chairman of the - Arlingtori. County: . Republicans,’ ]
charged in a suit-that Bailar was violating postal -
-regulations by allowing Local 2323 of the Commum-»
~cations Workers of America to mail ‘out campalgn X
matemxmmy Carter at cheap,.bulk rates.. -
- The injunction does not .indicate how.the: Postal
Servxce should examine the. mail, nor would: -Judge-:
Lewis*comment- after ‘yesterday’s: hearing “on how
‘the Postal Service should carry out his order-: ;' .- " 7.
" The injunction is almost identical: to an order )s-
“sued by:a. U.S.. judge-in.-Seattle, directing:a local -
postmaster to inspect all ‘mail sent at the third-class. -
- bulk: rate by unions_ and- other:] on.proht orvamza A
tions. 2
Brian Gettrngs, a ttorney for: the -Ford Commnt
"tee, and-Teeley said:Lewis’ order.is. more importan
than the Seattle injunction since it directs Bailar to:]
: . ensure that revulatmns on bulk.rate maxl are being
o ; ) adhered £ 1 1 e ST 3
’ -In a-joint- statement Teeley and: James ‘ArBaker .
III _chairman..of - the . President Ford. Committee, -
sald “We consider. this to. be a rmlestone .decision:.-
. . . . \nth’natxonal consequenceés. .. . What it means is’
( ) " that the Postal Service will be requlred to “check all
' : ) h union mail to-insure its.contents were not prepa:ed
e - o . ‘ . by candidates or-a political party.” -/« .
co . ~The Democrats also hailed Jud"e Lewxs acnon
. o as a’victory since he had refused to include in the.
b ' : . - order a proposal by:the Ford Committee attorneys °
: ' " that -material’ mailed " at- the - special - third- class *
. rate “which on-its face promotes a single candxdate
. .- or a single ballot issue” be considered. illezal. -
- Postal Service regulations- prohlblt ‘nonprofit or-
"'amzatxons siich. as.labor unions, -from mailing out
matenal “on behalf of or produced for” an organiza---
“tion that is not authorized to mail at:the special .re-
*dnced;frate James _Finch,-an; attorney for .Bailar,
“said ‘a sample. ‘of-all, letters-mailed .at.the-special .
. bulk rate are opened to ‘insure that the senders are -
not violating this regilation. #
. He said local: postmasters ,would be.notxfled of 1
Lewns order..and that workers in. the mail accept- -
.ance units of each:post office would be instructed to-;

- U.S. Disfnct Court Judve Oren LeW1s lssued the :

_examine a- sampling of letters-‘manled by: nonprofxt
) ) * organizations..& F
d o : : Lewis’ prelmunary 3 :
' unhl a trial is held ‘on the complaint filed Wednes-
day by Teeley. and the Ford- :Committee against Bai- -.
lar, Local 2323 im: :Fall§ :Church;. the .Falls Churchy’
postmaster; the 1976~ Democratxc Presidential Com....
mittee and the lmh ressxonal Di tnct De‘noa

“ The suit charges tha :

* Falls Church postmaster,- discriminated-against - the

“Ford Committee and: its workers in’ Arlmgtonby al- -

lowmg Local 2323 to.send out: campaign literature3 7

' for' Carter.at '1.8-cents-per letter=—the:special .rate’: 4

( 5 . C .miven. to Tnonprofit oroamzatlons--whxle the Ford :
S N _Committee has had to pay | 3

. ) ccnts per letter. . 5T :

. = The Ford worker$ hawe requested a. permanent
. ) couxt order directing Bailor- to._recover all. fees due |,
: ‘the Postal Service for maily the unions may have un-

lawfully sent out at_the specxal reduced rate;g e
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